The Importance of Trademark Designations
As the following information will illustrate, use of the proper trademark designation symbols in connection with the goods and services associated with the University will assist in effectively protecting the rights that the University has developed in its marks.

Trademark law commentators unanimously recommend that proper trademark designation symbols (i.e. the “®” if the mark is registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office, and the “™” if the marks is not so registered) be used to enhance the protectibility of the marks and to take full advantage of trademark laws.  These symbols serve as notice to the public that trademark rights are asserted in the marks protected by the University.

Use of the proper trademark designation symbols can serve as evidence in litigation.  If the University has not required third parties to use the proper symbols for marks that have been registered, the University may be precluded from recovering profits and damages unless it can be established that the defendant had actual notice of the University’s registrations.

CLC requires by contract that all licensees affix the proper trademark designation symbols adjacent to the mark.  By requiring licensees to use the symbols, the University is able to enhance the protectibility of its marks as the licensees are acknowledging that the University does in fact have certain rights in its marks.

